
BASIC HANDS

Red designates the Man suit, or the “character” tiles

Numbered Tiles

Types of Tiles

Honor Tiles

Additional Colors
Blue designates the Pin suit, or the “circles” tiles

Green designates the Sou suit, or the “bamboo” tiles

Pair: Two identical tiles 
from the same suit

Riichi: The most basic hand. Consists of 4 sets 
and pair, and remains closed

Pon: Three identical 
tiles from the same suit

Chi: A sequential run 
of numbered tiles from 
the same suit

Pon/Chi: Set can be either a 
pon or a chi

White designates Honor tiles, the Winds and 
the Dragons

For any symbols colored gray/black, 
any suit is acceptable

A mix of a suited color and white means 
that either a suited tile or an honor tile 
can be used
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Building Blocks of a Hand: Pair, Pon, Chi

Hands

All Pon: A hand consisting of 4 pon and a pair

All Simples: A hand which only consists of tiles 
numbered 2-8

No 1s, 9s, or honor tiles

3 Similar Chi: A hand with three chi, one in each 
suit, all of the same numbered sequence

a, b, c a, b, c a, b, c

Flush: A hand in which all of the numbered tiles 
are in the same suit. May include honor tiles

Dragon: A hand that has a pon of any Dragon


